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The Worship of God
Perfect Peace in an Imperfect World

December 1, 2013 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Eleven O'Clock
The Hanging of the Greens

ORGAN PRELUDE:  Six Variants on Es ist ein´ Ros´ entsprungen Gerald Near

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

ORGAN MEDITATION:  The First Nowell Gordon Young

CHORAL INTROIT  French Melody, 15th Century
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Elizabeth Edwards, flute

PROCESSIONAL 119: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Ann, Whitley, and Tim Sawyer

The prophet Jeremiah gave voice to God's displeasure with his people when he proclaimed,
"They have treated the wound of my people carelessly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,' when there is no
peace."  God's intention has always been that his people live in peace, a peace not merely reflecting
the absence of conflict, but true peace which brings the wholeness of body, mind, and spirit.

Through the prophet Isaiah, God declared his remedy for the plight of his people:
"For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he

is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He
will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this."

Today we light the Candle of Hope.

We celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ who is the Prince of Peace and who offers wholeness
to each of us.  Throughout this Advent, may we experience the hope of God's perfect peace in the
midst of our imperfect world.

LITANY OF PREPARATION Elizabeth Edwards
Minister: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the King?
People: With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty.
Minister: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the eternal Christ?
People: With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living, ever green.
Minister: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of our Savior?
People: With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his passion, death, and resurrection.
Minister: How shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of the Son of God?
People: By hearing again the words of the Scriptures foretelling the saving work of God.
Minister: For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world

through him might be saved.
People: Glory to God in the highest!



THE GLORIA PATRI Regent Square
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, Ever three and ever one.
Come and worship, come and worship
Light of light: our Star, our Sun.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Edwards
Wake us up, O Lord of hope, O God of peace, that we might be prepared for your coming. In this

world that promotes violence and division, teach us to live as children of your kingdom, encouraging
reconciliation, fashioning our weapons of war into instruments of peace, sharing your light and hope
as we prepare the way for the coming of the Christ child, who is the Prince of Peace, and who taught
us to pray together, saying,

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever.  Amen.

CHILDREN’S ANTHEM:  “Prepare Ye” Karin Thomas Shovic
Prepare ye the way of the Lord! He is coming to save us, redeem us, forgive us. Prepare ye the way
of the Lord! Isaiah the prophet once said: “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.”  Isaiah the
prophet once said: “Hallelujah, he is coming! Hallelujah, Christ the King. Prepare ye the way of the
Lord! Wonderful Counselor, The Prince of Peace. Prepare ye the way of the Lord.

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 24:36-44 Barbara Barnes
“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only

the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too
will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will
be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep
awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

PRAYER Trevor Graham
O God, you sent your Son to be King of kings and Prince of peace.  Grant that this Christmas he

may be born not only in our memories but anew in our hearts.  Help us to come to this festive season
seeking him, as did the shepherds of old, that we may go home a new way — new creatures in
Christ.  O Lord, we stand before you as one from whom no secrets are hid.

May your beauty transform our ugliness.
May your love drive out our hate.
May your goodness penetrate our evil.
May your mercy forgive our unworthiness.
May your hope calm our fears.
May your humility shame our arrogance.
May your joy invade our sorrow.
O God, may the star which first pointed the way be the light that will lead us out of darkness. 

Amen.

THE BLESSING OF THE HOLLY AND THE IVY Jane Snow
Because holly and ivy bear their berries in the dark, cold winter months, our ancestors hung them

in their homes to symbolize the hope and expectation of spring.  Today we use holly as a reminder
of Christ's passion during the otherwise joyous Christmas celebration.  Legend has it that a shepherd
brought a sprig of holly to the stable on Christmas night as a gift to the Christ child.  Its leaves
glistened in the moonlight, and its berries were snow white.  As the Child reached to receive the gift,
the berries suddenly turned a deep red.  For Christians today, the prickly leaves represent the crown



of thorns which Christ wore during his crucifixion and the berries represent the blood he shed for
us.  The ivy represents our human weakness clinging to divine strength.  May God bless the holly
and ivy that grace our sanctuary that we may remember his great sacrifice for us.

ANTHEM:  “Sans Day Carol” Cornish Traditional Carol/arr. John Rutter
Now the Holly bears a berry as white as the milk and Mary bore Jesus, who was wrapped up in silk. 
And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be and the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.
Holly, holly, and the first tree in the greenwood it was the holly.  Now the Holly bears a berry as
green as the grass and Mary bore Jesus, who died on the cross.  Now the Holly bears a berry as black
as the coal and Mary bore Jesus, who died for us all.  Now the Holly bears a berry as blood is it red
then trust we our Savior who rose from the dead.

THE BLESSING OF THE GREENERY AND WREATHS David Morris
In many ancient civilizations it was believed that all objects possessed spirits.  Since it was

believed that most trees possessed kindly spirits, it became customary for people to bring home
sprigs and branches of trees in order that their homes might be blessed by their presence.  When
Christianity came into existence, the newly converted pagans refused to give up this custom, so it
eventually became part of our tradition.  As we decorate our homes and places of worship, the
evergreens symbolize God's eternal and everlasting love for us, even after death.  The wreaths, round
with no beginning and no end, symbolize the victory and glory of the fulfillment of scripture in the
coming of Christ.

CAROL MEDLEY
147 (stanzas 1&3): “Away in a Manger” AWAY IN A MANGER

125 (stanzas 1&2): “Come, O Long Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL

150 (stanzas 1&3): “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSSOHN

THE BLESSING OF THE POINSETTIAS Margaret Harper
Poinsettias add a special glow to the pageantry of the Advent season.  This plant blooms at

Christmas in Mexico, where it is known by its native name, "flower of the Holy Night."  The
legendary account bears out the appropriateness of the name.  A small boy had no gift to bring to the
Christ Child's manger bed in the village church.  As he trudged toward the church, scuffing his feet
in the dust of the road, he decided he could at least offer the Holy Infant the branches from a bush
that grew beside the way.  Quickly he stripped off some of the branches and made his way to the
church where he reverently placed the green leaves at the manger.  As he knelt there, the other
children jeered and mocked his offering.  Rising tearfully, he looked once more at the branches, only
to find that where his tears had fallen bloomed a brilliant red star-shaped flower.  Today the
Poinsettia is the most popular of Christmas plants, for even without the legend, Christians see in the
flaming star of its red bracts the star of Bethlehem.  May God remind us that the sincerest gifts are
those of the heart which always give birth to new life.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  “In the Bleak Midwinter” Holst/arr. Moore
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; snow
had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long time ago. Angels and
archangels o’er the stable there, cherubim and seraphim gathered in the air; But his mother only, in
her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved, worshiped with a kiss.  O what can I give him, poor though
as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; what
I can I give him: give him my heart.  What I can I give him: give him my heart.

OFFERTORY PRAYER Amy Shortt
During this season of waiting and anticipation, we are reminded to stay awake for the coming

of your Son, O God.  Jesus' love often comes into our lives in quiet, unexpected ways.  Today, we
generously respond to this compassion and commit ourselves to living in a manner worthy of your
love.  In anticipation of the coming of Jesus, the Savior, we pray. Amen.

ORGAN OFFERTORY:  Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying John Ferguson



THE DOXOLOGY GREENSLEEVES
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

THE BLESSING OF THE CRECHE Bill Hoyle
After Jesus was born in the stable in Bethlehem, his parents bundled him in soft cloths and made

a bed for him in a manger.  What a humble beginning it was for the Son of God!  That which held
feed for animals also cradled the "Bread of Life."  Later, as Jesus traveled about teaching and
healing, he had no place to call "home" and likely spent a few nights in other borrowed stables.  The
manger reminds us that the Son of God was also the "Son of man," that he who was divine was also
human.  May all who contemplate this mystery be filled with awe and wonder and bow down in
humble worship as did the shepherds and Wise Men.

ANTHEM:  “A Place to Keep Your Son” Matthew H. Corl
A watching, waiting people look for signs from above. We keep awake, expecting the coming of
your love. We know good news shall be here soon, a blessed one shall come; prepare in us a warm
heart, a place to keep your son. A voice cries out, “Get ready, prepare a way for God; be ready for
his coming, the coming of our Lord.” We know good news shall be here soon, a blessed one shall
come; prepare in us a warm heart, a place to keep your son. Rejoicing in your spirit, our deepest joy
in you; the world is ever changing, but you are ever true. We know good news shall be here soon,
a blessed one shall come; prepare in us a warm heart, a place to keep your son. We hear the angel’s
greeting, “O hail, you blessed one, for you shall bear a Savior and he will be God’s son.” We know
good news shall be here soon, the blessed one is near; we’ll make for him a warm heart, we’ll hold
your own son dear.

THE BLESSING OF THE CHRISMON TREE Marion Weathers
The most popular legend holds that the first Christmas tree was cut down by Martin Luther, who

brought it home and decorated it with candles to symbolize the stars that lit the Bethlehem sky on
the night of Jesus' birth.

The Chrismon Tree is an evergreen that symbolizes the eternal life which our Savior offers to
us all.  On it are tiny white lights that speak of Him Who is light of the World.  The Chrismons
(which stand for Christ monogram) proclaim the Name, the Life, and the saving acts of Jesus the
Christ.  May God enable us to see the entire drama of redemption and love as we look upon this tree
and draw us into a life of service and witness.

ANTHEM:  “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light” J.S. Bach
Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light and usher in the morning; ye shepherds, shrink not with
affright, but hear the angel’s warning. This child, now weak in infancy, our confidence and joy shall
be, the power of Satan breaking, our peace eternal making.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  It shall come to pass

in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples
shall come, and say: "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide for many peoples; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.



MEDITATION: “Perfect Peace in an Imperfect World: Dr. Wright
From Fighting to Farming”

Isaiah knew how to tell a story.  As a prophet of a rather insignificant little country, in the global
scheme of things he was a small actor on a tiny stage.  Israel was often little more than a fly in the
ointment between the major powers of Egypt and Assyria.  It happened to exist at the juncture of
several significant trade routes so that even the major world powers could not ignore the little
country tucked in between the desert and the mountains.  Sometimes a winner in tribal wars, often
a loser in bigger conflicts, frequently a pawn of mightier kings, Israel nevertheless would not be
forgotten.  Isaiah, as spokesman for God and conscience of his people, believed that what he had to
say was extremely important.  He used bold strokes and vivid colors to describe the future of his
nation.  Unwilling to be relegated to tribal status, he used a global canvas to announce God’s dreams
for the future of Israel.  Imagine a nomadic tribe claiming squatter’s rights on a strategic sliver of
land and then proclaiming that their God was the One True God.  Consider the claim that the little
hill on which the capital city of Jerusalem sat was actually the highest mountain in the world. 
Entertain the notion that the teachings which would emanate from this sacred spot would be so wise,
profound, and revolutionary that all the nations of the world would come streaming to lap up the
wisdom of the God of Israel.  His justice would be so pure and his righteousness so transformative
that ancient conflicts would cease.  No longer would nation fight against nation.  The useless
weapons of the warriors would be sent to the blacksmith to be reshaped into plowshares and pruning
hooks for the farmers.  The people of the world would farm instead of fight.

What an imagination Isaiah had–except that it wasn’t simply imagination.  The dreams Isaiah
saw for his people and the world were based on the hopes and desires God built into the very fabric
of his creation.  The thread holding it all together was God’s dream of peace.

Isaiah was not blind to the reality of the world.  He lived in the midst of conflict both personal
and national.  He knew the heartbreak of dashed dreams and the painful reality of the twists and turns
of life.  Isaiah was a realist in every way–and that is why he was a prophet.  He was not called by
God to make predictions about the future.  As a prophet, Isaiah’s job was to tell the people the ways
things were.  He was to speak God’s truth.  For Isaiah, the truth was that God’s peace could change
the world and the coming Messiah would bring about this change.

Advent is about preparation.  It is about preparing for the celebration of Christ’s first Advent
when he came as a child to be the Savior of the world.  Today’s service of the Hanging of the Greens
is about preparing our sanctuary and our hearts for the coming of the Christ-child.  Advent is also
about preparing for Christ’s eventual return as the redeemer of all of life.  It is about preparing our
hearts as true sanctuaries for God and transforming our lives so that we might live as he taught us.

The title of our Advent worship series is an acknowledgment of what Isaiah knew, namely that
we live in an imperfect world.  Our world does not operate the way God intends.  We often live with
anxiety and unrest.  There is uncertainty all around us and anything but peace within us.  Jesus aptly
captures this mood in the Gospel lesson we heard earlier.  He describes how we go about our
ordinary lives when things abruptly change.  Two men will be working in a field when suddenly one
is gone and one is left.  Two women will be grinding grain when the same thing happens and only
one remains.  What routine or even mundane things do we do with other people?  Imagine that on
one of those routine days, one of us is gone and the other remains.

It is not really so difficult to imagine, is it?  We know how tenuous life can be.  One day we are
here, the next we are not.  Our absence may be due to accident, illness, transfer, whim, or death.  Life
may be as it is today, but there is no guarantee, and not much probability, that it will remain so
tomorrow.  Change is a part of life but living with that kind of uncertainty does not lend itself to



sense of well-being.  Jesus urges us to prepare ourselves, to find the perfect peace which will enable
us to live in this imperfect world.  

True peace, as we have discussed many times, is not merely the absence of conflict and unrest
in our lives.  Biblical peace is referenced in the Hebrew word shalom which suggests wholeness or
completeness.  Thus, to gain true peace in our lives, we must seek wholeness for ourselves.  That
means discovering those things which will complete us in body, mind, and spirit.  We often think
that power, influence, and possessions are necessary in order to discover peace.  Jesus, however,
would teach us that shalom is gained in other ways.

In 1066, William the Conqueror of Normandy defeated Harold II of England to claim the English
throne as the first Norman king.  As a show of might to any foreign armies who might consider an
invasion and as a means of intimidating the citizens of London, William began construction of what
is now known as the White Tower, the oldest part of the Tower of London, a once daunting fortress
on the banks of the Thames River.  Over the centuries the Tower was indeed known as a place of
power and intimidation.  In the late seventeenth century an exhibit was created known as “The Line
of Kings.”  It featured figures of the very best of England’s kings, decked out in royal armor, and
sitting upon full-size wooden replicas of their horses.  It was propaganda at its best, intended to wow
and intimidate visiting dignitaries and potential enemies.  In addition, the Tower became infamously
well-known as a prison for some of England’s celebrity prisoners, many of whom were tortured in
its dungeon and met their fate on the chopping block at a nearby public square.

The point is that this famed fortress was built for the purpose of maintaining peace within the
kingdom.  In fact, it did not bring peace but fostered greater anxiety and unrest through the abuse of
power along with intimidation, cruelty, and brute force to beat people into submission to the king. 
The history of the Tower of London and of most earthly power structures gives evidence of the
imperfect world in which we live.

Not far from the Tower of London sits another famous landmark–St. Paul’s Cathedral.  The
Cathedral itself is three hundred and fifty years old but it sits on a site which has housed a house of
worship for over one thousand four hundred years.  Throughout that time, it has served as a source
and symbol of peace and grace in that city.  Moreover, it sits on the highest point in the city, making
it higher than the Tower of London.

It was in St. Paul’s this past summer that we discovered an exhibit titled “Caravan” which
involves Egyptian and Western artists bridging their differences through art and faith.  This particular
exhibit featured twenty-five fiberglass donkeys which were decorated using the theme “In Peace and
with Compassion.”  The interpretations were amazing, but the thought behind the exhibit is what
truly captured my imagination.  Writing about the choice of a donkey to portray an image of peace,
Egyptian art critic and journalist Mohamed Kamal wrote,

. . . the donkey is truly an icon of humanity.  I think that the donkey has a special beauty, both
internal and external: It has two large, beautiful eyes that carry within them goodness and
gentleness; it has two large ears that show its noble ability to listen to both animals and
humans; it has four proportionate limbs and a gently curving belly; its tail hangs down as a
mark of its decency and humility; it has a unique ability to convey both its joy and sorrow.1

The donkey was chosen for this project to interpret peace because it is often associated with
humility and faithfulness.  It is the means by which Mary and Joseph made their way to Bethlehem
and was one of the first creatures to greet the Baby Jesus.  It was also a donkey, not a mighty steed,

1Mohamed Kamal, “Icon of Humanity,” in In Peace and With Compassion, Rev. Canon PaulGordon Chandler, Curator, (A.R. Group,
2013), 9.



which bore Jesus to the gates of Jerusalem before his crucifixion, not as a warrior, but as an humble
Savior willing to offer himself for the sake of his people.  Jesus lived Isaiah’s dream of peace.

As a symbol of peace, the donkey reminds us that the characteristics of goodness, gentleness,
decency, humility, and the willingness to listen are key to experiencing peace for ourselves and for
offering that peace to our world.  The donkey can lead us from fighting to farming.

We experience anxiety and unrest every day of our lives, but we do not have to anticipate
Christ’s coming with those same fears.  If we will seek perfect peace for our imperfect world, let us
remember the lowly donkey as the creature who carried the Prince of Peace.  And let us seek to live
with those traits of peace in a world that often feeds upon terror and intimidation.  In a world weary
with conflict, perhaps people will line up to learn about true peace.  Perhaps Isaiah’s dream of true
peace will be realized for us all.  May the peace of Christ transform us and our world this Advent
season.  Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
Leader: Let us decorate this tree with symbols of our faith.

The Chrismons we use represent the life and inspiration of the church in times past, the
witness of the church today, and the hope of the church for generations to come.

People: As we share these symbols, let us confess what we believe.
Leader: We believe in God.
People: Father, Creator, Sustainer.
Leader: And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
People: Alpha and Omega, Light of light, Prince of Peace, King of kings, Lord of lords. 

Immanuel: God with us.
Leader: Jesus!  Born of the virgin Mary, born in Bethlehem, cradled in a manger.  Heralded by

shepherds, Magi, and angelic hosts.
People: Glory to God in the highest and on earth . . . peace.
Leader: We believe in the Holy Spirit.
People: Comforter, Heavenly Dove, Spirit of Love.
Leader: We believe in the church.
People: The Body of Christ, the communion of the saints, the people of God.
Leader: We believe in the Word of Life.
People: Sent from God: living, transforming, and challenging.
Leader: We believe that Christ has conquered life and death.
People: That he was crucified, dead, and buried: the Lamb of God who takes away the sins

of the world.
Leader: We believe in the resurrection.
People: Offering life everlasting!
Leader: Bursting forth with hope!
People: Hallelujah!
Leader: Let us offer our lives to God.
People: In gratitude for the gift of love and life, we offer ourselves to God.  Amen.

RECESSIONAL CAROL 144:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS

BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE

ORGAN POSTLUDE:  Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates Wilbur Held

The poinsettias and wreaths that adorn the sanctuary and the doors of the church
are given to the glory of God and in memory or in honor of loved ones.

Please see the memorial brochure for a listing of these gifts.
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